A SUMMARY OF EVENTS IN THE SUDAN
FROM  1819-1899
IT was in 1819 that Mohammed Ali Pasha, the ruler of
Egypt, decided to invade the Sudan. His armies were
set in motion, and without difficulty they took possession
of the power which was already slipping from the
impotent hands of a series of bickering native dynasties.
An administrative system of a kind was framed for the
control of the northern districts of the country and the
collection of taxes, and yearly expeditions were sent south-
wards in quest of slaves and gold.
By the middle of the century the power of Egypt, now
ruled by Abbas Pasha, was firmly established in the north,
and for some 120 miles south of the junction of the Blue
and White Niles. But the population was becoming
increasingly discontented and restive, and by 1857 con-
ditions had become so deplorable that Said Pasha, who had
succeeded Abbas Pasha in 1854, attempted a series of
reforms. He visited the Sudan in person, proclaimed the
abolition of the slave-trade and the reduction of taxation.
He then returned to Egypt. Within a year or two things
were rather worse than they had been before. Discontent
was rampant, and such European traders as there were
left in the country, having sold their stations to their
agents; the latter then settled down to an extensive
development of the slave-trade,
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